	Sutton School Committee

Sutton, Massachusetts 01590


The Sutton School Committee met in Room 1A of the Sutton Municipal Center on Monday, December 3, 2007.

School Committee Members present at the meeting were Ms. Wendy Mead, Esq., Chair, Mr. Paul Brennan, Vice-chair, Ms. Liisa Locurto, Secretary, Ms. Pamela Beaton Graves and Ms. Tracey Zuliani.

Administrators present at the meeting were Dr. Cecilia Di Bella, Superintendent, Ms. Susan Rothermich, Business Manager, Mrs. Lauren Dubeau, Principal, Simonian Center for Early Learning and Mr. Michael Breault, Principal, Sutton Elementary School. 

Also present were Amanda Copeland, Student Representative, as well as a number of citizens of the Town of Sutton and school bus drivers employed by AA Transportation Company.

Agenda Item 1 – Call to Order

Ms. Mead called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and welcomed all of those present.

Agenda Item 2 – Citizen Forum

Ms. Debra McGrath, former Driver Bus #2 for the Town of Sutton addressed the Committee.  She distributed a written petition to the Committee, which she read.  Following her statement, several people addressed the Committee in support of Ms. McGrath’s reinstatement to her previous bus driver position with the Town of Sutton.  The Committee acknowledged the presentation and stated that it would investigate the situation further, determine the Committee’s purview and act accordingly.

Agenda Item 3 – Consent Agenda

Ms. Locurto moved and Mr. Brennan seconded to approve the Consent Agenda as presented, with comments of appreciation for the minutes from the November 19th meeting.









Carried 5/0


Agenda Item 4 – Student Update

Amanda Copeland, Student Representative, presented an update of the many recent and upcoming student activities and events at the high school, including the following:

· On November 2nd, Congressman Neal addressed the Senior Class in the library; this event was very successful with many attendees asking Mr. Neal questions about current national and international events.

· The winter sports (basketball, track) season was kicked off with a banquet, which the Booster Club helped with.

· The Prom Committee has been formed.  The prom will be held at the Biltmore in Providence.  The theme is “Paris” and the colors are gold, ivory and purple.

· December 13th is the high school Band concert.

· December 15th will be a ‘holiday soiree’ casual dance from 7:00-11:00 p.m., run by the Student Council.  

· December 17th will be a dress rehearsal for the Variety Show.  

· December 22nd will be the Variety Show from 12:30 – 2 p.m.

Agenda Item 5 – Approve Simonian Center School Improvement Plan

Ms. Dubeau presented the School Improvement Plan to the Committee, highlighting updates and changes to the plan.  Following a discussion about various aspects of the plan, Mr. Brennan moved and Ms. Beaton seconded to approve the Simonian Center School Improvement Plan as presented.









Carried 5/0

Agenda Item 6 – Approve Elementary School Improvement Plan

Mr. Breault presented the Elementary School Improvement Plan, noting highlights.     Ms. Beaton moved and Mr. Brennan seconded to approve the Elementary School Improvement Plan as presented.









Carried 5/0

Agenda Item 7 – Consider Purchase of Telephone Notification System

There was considerable discussion about whether or not to assign unbudgeted funds to implement this program now.  Ultimately, the majority of the Committee does not support spending money out-of-budget now and prefers to see this as a line item on the FY’09 budget cycle.  It was noted that the Committee could get a jump on developing the policy for such a program now, in anticipation of its approval in the budget cycle.

Agenda Item 8 – Approve FY’09 Capital Plan

Ms. Rothermich highlighted changes to the FY’09 Capital Plan since the last meeting and noted that the Plan is due to the Town Administrator by the end of the week.  She listed a few issues that are current and of need, which would potentially be addressed if the building plan moves forward:

· Modular classroom units due to space squeeze - have run out of space

· Upgrades to the Middle School and High School generator

· The roof at Early Learning Center is the biggest priority

Mr. Brennan moved and Ms. Locurto seconded a motion to adopt the Capital Plan as written.









Carried 5/0

Agenda Item 9 – Second Reading of Management of Life Threatening Allergies Policy

Ms. Locurto highlighted changes made to the policy since the initial posting.  The changes to the draft policy will be posted on the website through the next meeting on December 17th.  Public comment is welcome.  The Committee will vote on the policy on December 17th.  

Agenda Item 10 – Baldrige Check

This item was deferred to the next meeting.

Agenda Item 11 – Superintendent’s Update

Dr. Di Bella reported the following:

· One item related to Strategic Planning will be deferred to the next meeting.

· On December 12th, the High School Band will give a concert for the 4th and 5th Grades.  Members of the Senior Center have been invited to attend and a minibus will be sent to the Center to transport anyone interested to the school for the concert.

· High praise was given to all those involved with the Chain of Lights event, which occurred on December 1st in Sutton and was a fabulous event.  Dr. Di Bella publicly named and thanked the parent coordinators and all of the student volunteers, who did a great job and gave many hours, without whom, the event would have had a serious shortage of help.  They made a significant contribution to the success of the event.  Special notice was made to the High School Band, the members of which persevered, despite severely cold weather conditions.  

· As was reported on November 29, 2007 in the Worcester Telegram, the Massachusetts School Building Authority (MSBA) has placed Sutton among the list of 83 school projects that will advance to the next phase for potential funding.  In total, 423 statements of interest were submitted from 162 districts.

· On November 27, 2007, the Board of Education unanimously approved a recommended high school program of studies know as “MassCore”.  Dr. Di Bella noted that the current Sutton High School program of studies falls well within the MassCore recommendations, with the proviso that the current lack of space does place certain limitations on what programs the school is able to offer.

Agenda Item 12 – New Business, Agenda Items, Action Items

Mr. Brennan stated that it would be helpful to have the meeting packets earlier than the Friday before the meeting. Mrs. Mead noted that the packets were distributed on Thursday.

Agenda Item 13 – Adjournment to Executive Session

At 9:05 p.m., Mr. Brennan moved and Ms. Zuliani seconded a motion to adjourn the meeting to Executive Session for the purpose of discussing contract negotiations.

Respectfully Submitted, 

Carol S. Colena

Recording Secretary 
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