	 Sutton School Committee

Sutton, Massachusetts 01590


The Sutton School Committee met in Room 1A of the Sutton Municipal Center on Wednesday, January 16, 2008.

School Committee Members present at the meeting were Ms. Wendy Mead, Esq., Chair, Mr. Paul Brennan, Vice Chair, Ms. Liisa Locurto, Secretary, and Mrs. Tracey Zuliani.

Agenda Item 1 – Call to Order

Ms. Mead reconvened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. 

Agenda Item 2 – Citizen Forum

No one was present to speak.

Agenda Item 8 – Superintendent’s Update

Dr. Di Bella reported:

· That the Worcester County Superintendents’ Association scholar for this year is Alison Messier. She Mr. Daigle and Ms. Messier attended the Scholars’ Luncheon at Clark University this past Tuesday,

· The Community Service Learning kick-off event is scheduled for January 24th at the Senior Center. Some of the new projects funded this year include: cookie baking from the Season of Thyme cookbook; sharing reading across the generations; Revolutionary War ties to Sutton; and building bridges (pairing up elementary students with high school students.)

· This past Thursday was the first High Honors Recognition dinner. Dr. Di Bella thanked all the students and staff members who volunteered to make the evening such a success.

· Congratulated students and the music department for the concerts last week and last night.

· Reminded the public that Friday, January 18 is a professional development day and therefore there are no classes.

· Mentioned that parents should be aware that television channel 9 is a New Hampshire channel and reports school closings for Sutton, NH not Sutton, MA.

· There continues to be a problem with folks walking their dogs and not using the dog waste disposal bags that are provided by the school department. She noted her reluctance to ask the School Committee to ban all dogs from walking on the property and asked our neighbors to be mindful of health concerns with our youngsters.

Agenda Item 3 – Consent Agenda

Mr. Brennan moved and Mrs. Locurto seconded to approve the consent agenda as presented.

Carried 3/0 

Mrs. Mead Abstained

Agenda Item 4 – Student Update

There was no Student Update.

Agenda Item 5 – Recognize Additional Adams Scholars

Dr. Di Bella mentioned to the Committee that the school department had received information from the Department of Education that eight additional members of the Class of 2008 had been awarded Adams Scholarships. The eight additional scholarships are given to Victoria Brogie, Justin Buchanan, Jacqueline Dion, Dylan Harris, Cory Jernberg, Stephanie Leger, Michael Thyden, and Katherine Trojillo. In all 31 members of the Class of 2008 are Adams Scholarship recipients.

Agenda Item 6 – Review Draft ’09 Budget

Mrs. Rothermich presented a thorough review and analysis of the draft ’09 Budget that every member had received in their packet. It was the consensus of the Committee that no changes would be made at this time and the books should be distributed to the Board of Selectmen and Finance Committee as presented since it represents what the School Department needs to provide the current level of education to its students.

Agenda Item 7 – Update on FY’09 State Budget

Dr. Di Bella  noted that Governor Patrick is releasing his FY’09 Budget on Wednesday, January 23rd. A recent announcement from the Governor’s office indicates that the budget will include an additional $368M for education including $223M in Chapter 70.

Agenda Item 9 – New Business, Agenda Items, Action Items

Mr. Brennan reported to the Committee that he had attended the Honors dinner and was very impressed with the evening. 

Agenda Item 10 – Adjournment to Executive
At 9:24 p.m. Mr. Brennan moved and Mrs. Zuliani seconded to enter executive session for the purpose of discussing contract negotiations and not to return to open session.










Mrs. Zuliani – Yes










Mrs. Mead – Yes










Mr. Brennan – Yes










Mrs. Locurto - Yes

Respectfully Submitted,

Linda Sadowski


