	Sutton School Committee

Sutton, Massachusetts 01590


The Sutton School Committee met in Room 1A of the Sutton Municipal Center on Monday, September 22nd, 2008.

School Committee Members present at the meeting were Mr. Paul Brennan, Chair, Ms. Pamela   Beaton Graves, Ms. Wendy Mead and Ms. Liisa Locurto (@7:20), Vice-chair.

Administrators present at the meeting – Dr. Cecilia Di Bella, Superintendent.

No others present
Agenda Item 1 – Call to Order

Mr. Brennan called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

Agenda Item 2 – Citizen Forum

No one wished to speak.    

Agenda Item 3 – Consent Agenda

Ms. Mead moved and Ms. Locurto seconded to approve the minutes of the July 10th and the September 8th meetings, the Executive Session minutes of November 5th, 2007, December 3rd, 2007, March 17th, 2008, March 31st, 2008 and April 7th, 2008 and the Bill Schedule dated September 22nd, 2008 as presented.

Carried 3/0

Agenda Item 4 – Student Update 

Mr. Dan Hall, one of this year’s student representatives, provided the following update:

· As the school year approaches the middle of the first quarter, the high school students are settling in and becoming accustomed to their schedules.  All is going well and the school year is off to a good start.  

· Homecoming took place last weekend (9/13) with a lot of school spirit and good behavior at the dance.    

· With thanks to the guidance staff, Mr. Hall noted that the college fair took place recently.  It was well attended by both colleges and students, with over seventy-five post-secondary institutions represented.  

· Dr. Di Bella also noted that in her conversations with college representatives they complemented our students on their questions, behavior, and the interest they expressed.  All stated that they were glad they came and would return to subsequent fairs.  Dr. Di Bella attributed this complement to our great students and faculty.    

· Second payments are due soon for the upcoming senior trip to Disney; the fundraiser chocolate bar sale will be starting soon.

Agenda Item 5 – Approve SC goals
In Ms. Zuliani’s absence, the Committee opted to postpone approval.  For background information and reference, Ms. Locurto briefed the Committee on the thought process that lead to the current draft of the goals.  This prompted considerable discussion about, among other things, what is a measure versus a standard, and whether the goals are too specific or not specific enough.  All members agreed to send suggested revisions to Ms. Locurto via email.  Ms. Locurto will work with Ms. Zuliani and compile the suggestions for discussion at the next meeting. 

Agenda Item 6 – Review Policy Manual

Ms. Mead requested clarification on the legal status of the Committee members in terms of the length of term (Section B.b.; electing School Committee members/resignation). This questions needs to be resolved.  

A question was raised regarding Section B.e.d.h. – public participation in which it seems like if a person is not on the agenda, no action will be taken.  However, can the Committee take action if someone shows up for the public forum that is not on the Agenda?  A distinction was made between a public meeting and meeting held publicly.  The Committee determined that at any given time, with a ‘super majority’, it can move to suspend policy and thus take action on an item that does not appear on the Agenda prior to the meeting.  

Agenda Item 7 – Superintendent’s Update
Dr. Di Bella reported the following:

· There will be a press release tonight from the Department of Education regarding the 2008 MCAS results.  English Language Arts and Math remain very high for School Year 2008.  The administration will compile individual grade results as they are available.  Mrs. DiLeo will make a formal presentation at the next meeting.

· The Beacon Hill update of September 15 had two items of particular relevance. Over twenty leading Massachusetts CEOs have formed a new group to promote education reform including another revision of Chapter 70.  In addition, Governor Patrick is beginning to roll out elements of his “Readiness Project.” Given the state’s budget problems, however, his staff is examining ways to cut costs in the existing state budget before proposing new programs.  The MASC is planning a series of workshops on his plans, including one in Holyoke on October 21st.

· Parents are urged to complete and return the information form for the telephone notification system either by email or fax or have child bring in to school so that data may be compiled.

· On September 24th, there will be a presentation by Dr. Michael Young in the High School cafeteria from 6:00 – 8:00pm regarding the myths and misconceptions about food allergies.  This is an important topic and attendance is encouraged.

· The High School Art Department has spent a great deal of time assembling student artwork in the lobby of the Middle School.  The boards are now full and work continues to fill the display cases.  It is a wonderful and important display of student work.

· Saturday, October 4th, from 9:00am – 3:00pm is Recycling Day.  This takes place behind the high school and is a large fundraiser for the HS PTO.  For a very low fee, numerous ‘hard to dispose of’ items can be brought to the area behind the high school for disposal.  This is a great opportunity to clean out those unwanted items from your basement, garage or attic for a good cause!

Agenda Item 8 – New Business, Agenda Items, Action Items
Nothing at this time.

Agenda Item 9 – Adjournment to Executive Session
Ms. Mead moved and Ms. Beaton Graves seconded to adjourn to Executive Session at 8:40 p.m. for the purpose of discussing contract negotiations and not return to open meeting.  

Carried  4/0

Respectfully Submitted, 

Carol S. Colena

Recording Secretary 
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